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MESSAGE 
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TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA, 
FOO 


DELIVERED BEFORE BOTH HOUSES OF THE TERRITORIAL, 
LEGISLATURE, IN JOINT CONVESTION, TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 16Th, 1845, APS CLOCK 1. M. 


Genilemen of the Counet and House of Representatives of the General 
Assembly of Nebraska : 


It is doubtless expected Ly you that, in compliance with general usage, an 
Executive Mossavce will be submited to vour consideration, at the opem- 
ing of this the first aession of your Gen ral Assembly. 

Having indulged the hop», up to the arrival of the last mail, that the 
euccesser uf the Tate Governor Burt would be able to reach us—and, 
being unwaling and unable to indicate the policy of another, as to the va- 
rivus special subjects committed to your legislation, I shall limit myseli, 
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in this hurried and brief communication, toa few recommendations of 
a general nature, immediately suggested by the condition of your terri- 
torial affairs, and the impressive circumstances under which you have ` 
assembled. 

The admission of our territory, after so memorable a struggle, has 
added, as it were, a new leaf to the charter of popular rights, ae is a 
grateful reflection, that you have so promptly ane upon it (during 
the same Congressional term, in which your territory has been added to 
the Republic} the-record ef your early and harmonious organization. 

You have thus given an augury of your faithful and ae discharge 
of the responsible duties devolved upon you, in the regulation of your do- 
mestic affairs, and have justified the trust reposed in you by the friends 
of civilization, and of the unity and progress of our beloved country. 

By the intervention of Divine Providence, it has been my dùty to a» 
sume the responsibility of the executive acts incident to yeur inaugura- 
tion. We may be thankful that the embarrassments arising from the 
sectional stmfes which have retarded or arrested the interests 
of neaily every termtorial government, have been met, within a brief 
apace, by an individual whose humble fortunes are relatively of little 
moment; and that the permanent Executive of your Territory, elevated 
above the scene of fierce local aninmtosities, etd popular turmoil, will 
blend a divnified disinterestedness with an appreciated efficiency—a po- 
sition of eminent respect and usefulness, well-betitting the Chief Magis- 
trate of the largest Communwvalth of freemen within the limits of the 

nion or of the worrd 
"The first officlal aot within our territory has been indeed a mournful 
-one——the trananrission to a bereaved wife and orphaned children in South 
Carolina, ofall that wes mortakgé gour lat lamented Governor, Francis 
Burt.” In his death you have suffered a severe loss—the loss of a man 
peculiarly qualified by his public experience and capacity, his private 
virtues, and his energy and firmness, for the satisfactory and courageous 
discharge of his official duties. He spent bat a fow weeke 
of aie ne among us, and his grave, im a fer off Btuto, 
is only another tie of union between communities widely sev- 
ered, who will revert to his memory with fraternal pride, and to his un- 
timely decease, with sympathetic sorrow. There were no unpleasant dis- 
criminations to subtract from the universal esteem in which his manly and 
amiable traits were held by an enlightened ‘sai and the fact that South 
Carolina has given us one of her distinguished sons, 1s accompanied up- 
an your record, by the expression of your undivided respect and affection, 

Oae ofthe principal sabat of general interest to which, next to the 
enactment of your laws, your attention will be directed this winter, ie 
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that of a Pacific Railroad. You have acquired, in respect to this, an 
acknowledged precedence; and the expression, in your representative. o- 
pacity, of the wishes of your constituents, throughout the vasi extent a. / 
your territory, may have a potent influence, together with the offorts of 
your friends, in promoting the constreetion of such a read up the vaileg 
of the Platte. aa 
Many reasons lead to the conclusion that such ¢ memorial from yee 
will be of practical efficacy in contributing to the apeedy consummation of 
gach an enterprise—an enterprise of such absolute necessity ae è mesae 
of frtercommunication between the Atlantic and Pacifie States, and, am 
thd purveyor of a lucrative commeres with India, Chins and the Pacife: 
Kelands. Among these are the facts hy the of the Plate ia op 
the nearest and most direct continuous line from the commercial metra- 
polis of the east, by railroad and the great Lakes; through the most pza@- 
tical mountain passes, to the Metropolis of the West; that it is fitted by. 
nature for an easy grade; and that itis centrai and eonvenient to the 
majority of grain growing States and of the northern portion of the 
ion, being situated in latitude 41 degrees north, while the majority of 
the people of the whole country are between the 38th and 46th degrees ¢ 
north latitude. Itseems tome that it will be the desire of the friends of 
this great enterprise—one of the most prominent and important of al} the 
Weasures of natinval developement upon this continent now under the 
consideration of the people of the Uniied States—to act immediate iş 
the selection of routes, and to establish a permanent policy, the details of 
which may be practically prosecuted in the coming spring; and I sincere- 
ly hope and believe that your legislative memorial in Congress may have 
its legitimate weight in the decision of a question of such momentous in- 
terest , ae 
In view, however, of the uncertainty arising from the sectional conflies 
with which the subject is surrounded, I would respectfully suggest that 
such a memorial should eae if not principally, ask for a poa 
ary provision, from granting which the general government will scares- 
ly be deterred by considerations of policy or economy. I refer to a 
aA presented to Congress, eight years ago, for “Telegraphic and 
tter Mail communication with the Pacific,” including the pretection 
of emigrants and formation of settlements along the route through Ne 
braska, Utah, California and Oregon; the promotion of amicable relatony 
with the Indians, and facilitating intercourse across the Ameriean Con- 
nent, betweeu Europe and Asia, and the Islands, and American coaste 
of the Pacitic, 
' This plan is, substantially, that, instead of or in addition, to garrisemm 
St issulated points—parties of twenty dragoons shall be stationed @ 
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serkadea tmenty to, thirty miles apayt, on 4 route designated by the Ya: 
éoutave.of the United States, as a “Post Road’ beiween the Missouri, 
riven and the. yeliie; that express mails shall be carried by, said Dre’ 
Mhe riding. each way and. meeting daily between the’ siockades; and, 
affording comple supervision and protection of a Tine of -electria: 
telegraph ruhstrunted by private- enterprise. oe ; 
‘9 By suoh'an arratigementy:in whichievery detail is subject’ to free, 
padhe competition, a` line of telegraph may be opened within one, 
tto the Kosky Mountains, and a large ‘x iucreased mail transported im 
‘thé time how required, atid ‘with perfect security, between the Atr 
lanitio! and -Pacific' States;’at the same time giving complete protection tor 
tity thousands who annually travel on the route, and conducing not one, 
hPtothe settlement of Nebraski but of the vast regions between us and, 
dul follow Pioneers upon our western coasts. =: 
Sich an Binfcrhnt highway, would: afford one of the best and speadi-. 
‘hail ‘lies in the World, giving efficiency to troops already in service, 
purtpes-s of protection; encouraging emigration, and making â cons 
uous 6¢.1e8 of settlements and cultivated farms around the stockades, 
étween which’ individual or corporate enterprise will the more speedily 
dojistract the long desired and expected ‘Pacific Railroad.” } 
* he location of Nebraska, remote from, but intermediate between the 
\ilantic and, Pacific, indicates the necessity of facilitating intercourse be- 
tween ifs jnhal)itants and their fellow citizens onthe shores of both oceans. 
isthe duty of Governments to defend life and property, and protect and 
picken communicatina between all portions of their Domain; and this 
requirement is especially imperative upon the Fedcral and State Govern- 
nients of-our wideiy extende’ Union, in respect to territories where civil- 
es ‘gation is strugyliug for a foothold, and the farms and fire sides of whose 
pioneers have a just claim upon the protection of a power whose fleets 

are fraversin:: every séa for the defence ofits citizens. 
a Aside, too, from the direct, practical blessings of such a system, faith- 
fally carried out in.all its details, and its immense effect on the. corres- 
pondence and business of the world, the project acquires additional im7 
pertance from - the fact, that it will contribute to bind together States far 
agparate, and of diverse interests, .in the commercial fraternity and sympa- 
thy’ of an inseparable union. 
v» We may reasonably expect thata memorial advocating the advantages 
of the Platte Valley, as a route forthe Pacific Rail Road, and, urging es- 
pecially, and strengously, the immediate adoption of a policy, similar | to 
the above would ngot be without its influence upon the deliberations of 
Congress. i i ; i 
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- By letters riceived ‘from tHe Départalent oF Seats, we are Tih 
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efieidations in the departments of commerce, manufac 
pure. the 
“wANCE the two former branches of industry, and, by timely ‘and 


_ timber when the ‘eas growth shall have been exhausted. age 


J would also suggest, in this’ connection, that specimens of everyi 
species of mineral, found on the premises of any citizen, (not except! 
ing Lime Rock, Sand-stone, Slate, Gypsum, and the products of metallifée-’ 
rous veins,) shall ‘be sent, carefully described, to the Executive Office, 

ty to be deposited in a Territorial Cabinet, which will be of material advant-’ 

y age in effecting a just conception. and proper development of our mineral’ 

wealth. 1 a. 

In a Government like ours, where sovereignty is, in fact, as well ag 

O in theory, with the peoplé, the interests of education and christianity 

,_. Which are the guarantees of the perpetuity.of our free institutions— 
ee will be especially fostered and protected. ‘Our new States‘aud Territo- 

ries, under the lights ofthe past, illustrating the path of public‘ honof 

and safety, have endeavored to improve, each upon the other, in kyst 
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matiging, and generously endowing this most important department 
af public service-—the education of those who are hereafter to fill the 
places af, honor and wust, develope the resources .of the country, by 
the intelligent appticasion of labor, and direct our destinies, under the 
political rights given us by the Federal Constitution. . 

o E trust and believe that Nebraska will suffer no disparagement by 6 
comparison in this respect, with her sister territories. ` : 

_ We have reason to believe that bands of the Sioux, Puncas, and other: 
Indians, stimulated by poverty and rapacity, and emboldened by previ- 
OUS SUCCESS, will renew their depredations upon emigrants, in the comin 
spring, or may, this winter, deScend ‘upon the frontier settlements, 

beretore respectfully renew the recommendation of a'late proclamation, 
that vohinteer companies be organized for self protection, in every neigh-" 
dorhood, ready to move at any moment, wherever their services may be 
needed. an? . 

_ Gentlemen of thé Council and House of Representatives ; The intros, 
duction of our Territuty into the great family of the Republic, after a 
prolonged and fiertca political contest, has signalized the victory of they 
Constitution, and of popular rights,—re-enacting in this, the early nian- > 
hood of our country; the principles for which our forefathers fought in its 
infancy. For seventy-nine years our confederation has gone on prosper~ 
ously and gloriously, falsifying the forebodinys of the timid, ‘gladdening $ 
the hearts of its friends, and successively trampling under foot every 
conspiracy against the equal rights of all its citizens. We stand in the 
centre of this great Confederacy. Our fellow citizens are brothers from 
nearly every State. In our admission, geographical lines were erased, 
between the North and the South. Let us institute no line of demarca- 
tion within our territorial boundaries, separating communities of embite 
tered feelings! Let mutual concession and concilliation characterize ‘our’ 
public acts, so that tranquillity and satisfaction may the more speedily 
prevail over the conflict of local interests. In a time of the temporaty 
success of false issues, let us justify the reliance of our friends upon the 
efficacy and patriotism of “ Popular Sovereignty.” Letus endeavor to 
carry onward and upward the Territory and the Republic to the heighth so 
easily reached by the legitimate exercise of the intelligent will of the 
people. ‘Let us stand firmly by the Federal Constitution, and the Union, 
which still by the blessing of Heaven, exist unimpaired; in all their primi- 
tive beneficence, and glory, growing yearly stronger and stronger in the 
affections of the American people, and of every nation of the world. 

_ The vital principles of our constitutional existence are energizing re- 
- publican efforts in both Hemispheres. Let us, for whom they have been - 


again and so boldly enunciated, promptly endorse them, and perpetuate 


[Tee 
leer 


_ 


Ire -—. 


1 7 B 
jhe blessings conferred upon us ;—so that the sovereign citizen of any sit 
fer State, looking to the steady and harmonious progress of our young 
Territory, and its manly defence of the interests of the Republic, may ap- 
«ply to us. and with as profound an emotion, the encomium bestowed by 
‘an illustrious General, upon his victorious comrades, after a hard fought 
ibattle: ‘‘ You HAVE BEEN BAPTISED IN FIRE AND BLOOD, AND XOU HAVB 
COME OUT STEEL.” j 
I could not forbear, gentlemen, in transferring to another the trust. re- 
posed in me, from expressing’ a heart:felt pride, that our Territory—being 
thus speedily built up, as another arch in the National fabric—your pub- 
lic acts and counsels will contribute to defend and perpetuate the Union 
and the Constitution of the United States, as the only sure foxwndation of 
our civil liberties. a , 
I trust that your deliberations, by the blessing of Divine Providence, 
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' may be conducted with efficiency and prudence, and that the- most ardent 


hopes of each one of you who have confronted the hardships and trials of 

Pioneer life, may be realized in the promotion of the lasting good of our- 

vast and promising young Territory. . , 
| T. B. CUMING, 

l Acting Governor-of Nebraska. - 


